ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM: ON THE THEATER

To the theatres we owe it that the most of you so refuse to be curbed by us, and to be
reformed. What we build up here, is thrown down there: and not only so, but the
hearers themselves cannot help being filled with other filthiness besides: so that the
case is just the same as if one should want to clean out a place with a fountain above
it discharging mire; for however much you may clean out, more runs in. So it is here.
For when we clean people out, as they come here from the theatres with their
filthiness, thither they go again, and take in a larger stock of filthiness, as if they lived
for the purpose of only giving us trouble, and then come back to us, laden with ordure,
in their manners, in their movements, in their words, in their laughter, in their
idleness. Then once more we begin shoveling it out afresh, as if we had to do this only
on purpose that, having sent them away clean, we may again see them clogging
themselves with filth.

(Part of the Sermon on Acts 10)



